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Built His House Upon A Rock - Part | (vatthew 7:24)

A study of Matthew
5,6,and 7.

Last month, we
encouraged you to
“study Matthew 5, 6,
and 7.” Further, we
asked you to “set
aside the
preconceived notion
that saying some magical words years
ago guarantees entrance into heaven. ‘He
that endureth to the end shall be

saved’ (Matthew 10:22, Matthew 24:13,
Mark 13:13).”

Have you studied it? If so, then it is now
time to check your answers. If not, now
we will study it.

Introduction

Jesus said, “Therefore whosoever heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them, |
will liken him unto a wise man, which built
his house upon a rock: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the
winds blew, and beat upon that house;
and it fell not: for it was founded upon a
rock” (Matthew 7:24-25). Those that are
His followers, disciples, true Christians will
hear and do what He had just finished
preaching on, which comes to you and |
as Matthew 5, 6, and 7. If we think we are
saved, Matthew 5, 6, 7 is the test to see if
we are or are self-deceived.

Jesus states this principle another way.
“My sheep hear my voice, and | know
them, and they follow me” (John 10:27).
As you hear His voice and follow
everything you hear, then you are His
sheep. “If ye continue in my word, [then]
are ye my disciples indeed” (John 8:31),
then you can continue to claim the
promises: “And | give unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any [man] pluck them out of my

hand. My Father, which gave [them] me, is
greater than all; and no [man] is able to
pluck [them] out of my Father's

hand” (John 10:28-29). As you see, itis a
continued relationship and not a single
date of giving your life to Him. That is just
the start of the relationship. No man can
take us away from Jesus, but if we do not
“die daily” (1 Corinthians 15:31) to our own
will, we may chose to throw away
salvation.

Seeing the multitudes

“And seeing the multitudes, he went up
into a mountain: and when he was set, his
disciples came unto him: And he opened
his mouth, and taught them, saying...”
(Matthew 5:1-2). Jesus still sees the
multitudes. In fact, He may have seen you
and | today while He spoke back then. We
base this upon the experience of
Nathaneal. “Nathanael saith unto him,
Whence knowest thou me? Jesus
answered and said unto him, Before that
Philip called thee, when thou wast under
the fig tree, | saw thee” (John 1:48).

Poor In Spirit

“Blessed [are] the poor in spirit: for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3).
The word is not literally poor as we
understand it today. To have a poor
amount of the spirit would mean being
unconverted. However, “better [it is to be]
of an humble spirit with the

lowly” (Proverbs 16:19), “honour shall
uphold the humble in spirit” (Proverbs
29:23) “For thus saith the high and lofty
One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name
[is] Holy; I dwell in the high and holy
[place], with him also [that is] of a contrite
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the
humble, and to revive the heart of the
contrite ones” (Isaiah 57:15).

Jesus said, “Whosoever therefore shall
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ANNOUNCEMENTS!

» TSTL’s Thrift Store
has had a reduction in
hours. The new hours
are Tuesdays,
Wednesdays,
Thursdays from 1:00
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and

Fridays from 1:00 p.m.

to 4:00 p.m. We are
closed Saturday,
Sunday, and Monday.

» We are available on
eBay to receive
donations. Choose
from the list of non-
profit organizations
and we will receive a
portion of your sales.

MINISTRY DEBT
ELIMINATION

In attempting to payoff
loan #6, we began in
February with:

Beg. Bal. $6,482
After several months of
extra payments thanks to
your donations, we now
have the following as of
mid August:

End Bal. $3,768
Read the February 2005
main article for more
information.

If you would like to help us
eliminate this loan from
our debt list...

MARK DONATIONS AS
DEBT ELIMINATION.

Send to: TSTL, 700 Clay
St, Carlisle, PA 17013

Results: The Internet
ministry has reached over
168,000 in our worldwide
children’s ministry. Almost
2,000 homes are reached
by this newsletter.
Hundreds have been
reached with our thrift
store outreach. More could
be done if Satan’s thumb
of debt were not upon us.

humble himself as this little child, the same
is greatest in the kingdom of
heaven” (Matthew 18:4).

To be poor in spirit is to be willing to learn
and not hold on to your own understanding,
what you have been taught even by your
minister, or to use the excuse that if it was
good enough for your parents, then it is
good enough for you. When obvious,
biblically revealed truth has come to light,
we are to be poor or humble in spirit as a
little child and accept it without questioning
the ramifications.

“Teach me to do thy will; for thou [art] my
God: thy spirit [is] good; lead me into the
land of uprightness” (Psalms 143:10).

Remember, this is what a true Christian is. If
you find yourself making excuses for holding
on to man made beliefs, then you are man’s
and not a true Christian — one that follows
Christ.

Mourners

“Blessed [are] they that mourn: for they shall
be comforted” (Matthew 5:4). This does not
mean that you cry at every little thing.
Almost anyone can approach someone
grieving and shed a tear, but when they are
out of sight, act as if they did not really care.

Remember, “Then shall the King say unto
them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world: For |
was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: |
was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: | was a
stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye
clothed me: | was sick, and ye visited me: |
was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then
shall the righteous answer him, saying,
Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and
fed [thee]? or thirsty, and gave [thee] drink?
When saw we thee a stranger, and took
[thee] in? or naked, and clothed [thee]? Or
when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and
came unto thee? And the King shall answer
and say unto them, Verily | say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done [it] unto one of
the least of these my brethren, ye have
done [it] unto me” (Matthew 25:34-40).

Those that are true Christians sympathize
with the true in need and help as best as
they can.

Also, “Gather the people, sanctify the
congregation, assemble the elders, gather
the children, and those that suck the
breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his

chamber, and the bride out of her closet.
Let the priests, the ministers of the LORD,
weep between the porch and the altar, and
let them say, Spare thy people, O LORD,
and give not thine heritage to reproach,
that the heathen should rule over them:
wherefore should they say among the
people, Where [is] their God?” (Joel 2:16-
17).

Joel states that as we near the second
coming true Christians, who are “a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people” (1 Peter 2:9) will
be in sadness over the heresies that have
come in upon God’s people.

No matter how much you want to believe
we all serve the same God, reality and the
Bible tells us that many are deceived. All
churches cannot be right. Those that are
not right are deceivers, even if they do not
know it. If those that believe in pre-
millennial rapture are wrong, they will not
be ready for Jesus because now would be
the time, through the grace of God, to
make sure all sins have been confessed
for when Jesus returns, He returns to, not
a denomination, but “a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such

thing” (Ephesians 5:27). On the other
hand, if those that believe in post-millennial
rapture are wrong, they should be right
now helping the Jewish nation to set up the
next temple and be appalled at the
apparent victories of the Muslims taking
part of Israel from the Jews.

So one side is being deceived in not doing
the work that was given them to do. And it
is serious because God “Make you perfect
in every good work to do his will, working in
you that which is wellpleasing in his sight,
through Jesus Christ; to whom [be] glory
for ever and ever” (Hebrews 13:21). We all
have a work to do. And being deceived out
of that work is serious.

How about those that believe once you
have been saved, there is no possible way
you can give up your salvation? There is a
tendency towards being careless about sin.
But on the other hand, those that believe
that they are not guaranteed heaven until
the second coming or death, are seen by
the other side as moving away from grace
to works. And this again is a serious issue.
It means salvation to believe one or the
other. Both of these cannot be right. One is
in serious error.

And then there is the controversy over




VOLUME 08 ISSUE 10

PAGE 3

baptism. Those that are not fully immerged
are looked upon by those that believe in
full immersion as not really being baptized.
Likewise, the fully immersed are looked
upon as moving away from the spirit of the
word. Again, both cannot be right.

Those that have the right understanding of
these things will be weeping for those in
ignorance, especially when efforts to
combat the error are unfruitful. To develop
an “l don’t care” attitude is not Christian,
even if you go to church three times or
more a week.

To be continued...

We will continue our verse-by-verse study

next month, but for now, let us be
teachable as little children who are not
carrying years of knowledge, especially in
unknowing error. Let us care and mourn for
our fellow brothers and sisters who are
deceived, especially since the work of
Antichrist is a matter of substituting lies for
truth (1 John 2:18-22), substituting error for
truth (1 John 4:3-6), and substituting his
own doctrine for Jesus Christ’s doctrines (2
John 1:7-9). The sad part is that “the
mystery of iniquity doth already work” (2
Thessalonians 2:7). “Little children, it is the
last time: and as ye have heard that
antichrist shall come, even now are there
many antichrists” (1 John 2:18).

THAT THOU MAYEST PROSPER AND BE IN HEALTH, EVEN
AS THY SOUL PROSPERETH (3Jomn 1:2)

to effect (Hebrews
s 5:14), and would
follow the light
(John 8:12) which shines upon them, they
would pursue a course which would insure
health (3 John 1:2), and the mortality would
be far less. . . . All who possess common
capabilities should understand the wants of
their own system.

HEALTH SNIPPET: Iron

Hemoglobin, the blood protein that carries
oxygen, is the major iron-containing
compound in humans. Foods that are high
in iron include green leafy vegetables,
legumes, prunes, dried apricots, raisins,

nuts, and whole grains. Apples, grapes,
blackberries and blueberries are also a
benefit. The enrichment of flour and bread
with vitamins and iron has been practiced
since around 1940. There remains much
controversy about what constitutes “simple
iron deficiency anemia.” However anytime
a food item is enriched we must ask a
serious question regarding the possibility of
toxicity of any segment of the population
resulting from this enrichment program.
Men especially are at risk seeing their
absorption and retention of iron differs
greatly from that of women. In cases of
anemia beware of dairy products.
Excesses of calcium and phosphate salts
of which both are found to be high in milk
inhibit the absorption of iron from the
intestine. Milk contains very little iron and
tends to bind iron present in other foods.

TRAIN UP A CHILD IN THE WAY HE SHOULD GO: AND
WHEN HE IS OLD, HE WILL NOT DEPART FROM IT (prov. 22:6)

\J _ Character Examples From the
@i 3 Bible — The Seclusion of Isaac

@Qfatsl) Genesis 24:6-8 And Abraham

"' said unto him, Beware thou that
thou bring not my son thither again. The
LORD God of heaven, which took me from
my father's house, and from the land of my
kindred, and which spake unto me, and

that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed
will | give this land; he shall send his angel
before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto
my son from thence. And if the woman will
not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt
be clear from this my oath: only bring not
my son thither again.

Today’s society would have you believe

WEB SITES

We host the following
websites:

www.tstl.net
www.tstlstore.com

www.tstlseminars.com

UPDATES LAST MONTH:
WWW.TSTLStore.COM:

Has had over 7,000 visitors
since March 2003. Keep in
mind, it is mostly local people.

e Home page updated and
rearranged.

e Services page has been
updated.

e Donate your car page
has been updated.

e Donate blankets for the
blanket drive now
through the end of
October message
updated.

WWW.TSTLSeminars.COM:

Has had over 3,200 visitors
since March 2003. Keep in
mind, it is mostly local people
looking for seminars.

e Services page has been
updated.

WWW.TSTL.NET:

Has had over 16,500 visitors
since March 2005. Over
170,000 have gone directly to
the children coloring pages in
that 9 month period.

M Over 140 interactive
study questions are now
available.

M March through December
2001 newsletters have
been transferred.

M Over 90,000 paragraphs
are searchable on the
site in all categories.
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BIBLE STUDY

The Demoniacs
Teach Us
Salvation

1. The men

in the tombs were
possessed of devils.
Whose servant are
people until converted?
Romans 6:16

The men lived where
dead people were
placed. What state are
the unconverted?
Ephesians 2:1, 5,
Colossians 2:13

When the men
approached Jesus, He
did not turn them away
even after they uttered
what they uttered. How
does Jesus treat sinners
that are practicing sins?
John 6:37

The devils were cast out
of the possessed men.
What is cast away from
the converted? Micah
7:19

The ones possessed of
the devils were clothed in
their right mind. What are
converted people clothed
with 7 Job 29:14,
Revelation 19:8

The ones possessed of
the devils were to go tell
about the great things
Jesus did. What are
converted people to do
today ? Mark 16:15

(Continued on page 5)

that socialization is a requirement for good
development. And being too protective
develops rebellion. That is because the
unconverted have devised methods for
influencing children during their most
impressionable age. The first eight to ten
years of a child’s life is most
impressionable. During this age, a child
should know only the good and right ways of
life just as Adam and Eve were not to have
known sin. Children should be excluded
from interaction with harmful influences,
including adult conversations with the
unconverted in the presence of the children.

Isaac represents this type of training as well
as many others such as John the Baptist
and the whole Israel nation in the desert.
Isaac was a grown lad and yet his parents
were instructed to keep Isaac away from
society. It went so far that Isaac was even
kept from relatives such as grandparents
(Genesis 24:6-8).

Rebellion is developed in a child not from
being deprived but from not being able to do
what others do. There are many valid

reasons for our children to not do as the
other children but understand that it is this
knowledge that other children get to do it
that is the problem. For example, a child
is not rebellious because he is raised
without a TV. If the child did not know that
TV’s existed, then where would rebellion
be? Rebellion can develop when a child’s
curfew is at 10:00 p.m. but “all the other
parent’s let their children out until mid-
night!” A ten year old saying, “Why can't |
have a cell phone? Everyone at school
has one.” When the child is raised to
know and believe that “no good [thing] will
He withhold from them that walk
uprightly” (Psalms 84:11) and that it is out
of love and protection that it is denied,
rebellion can be avoided.

The teaching that shielding children
breeds rebellion is the lie of Satan. Do not
believe it for your children’s sakes. Just
remember, most sexually active young
children begin when unsupervised or left
to go to the neighbor’s house thinking
they raise their kids with the same morals.

WHO HATH BELIEVED OUR REPORT?
AND TO WHOM IS THE ARM OF THE LORD REVEALED?

(Isaiah 53:1) - COMMENTS ON ITEMS IN THE NEWS -

El
F1

The following are news items
that appeared between August
16 and September 15, 2005.
[Preview future news snippets
at www.tstl.net/news.]

»»Times Online, September 14, 2005 -
Woman wins right to wed father-in-law

A ban designed to protect the integrity of
the family has been ruled illogical by the
European Court. A LITTLE-KNOWN law
that prevents people marrying their sons-
or daughters-in-law is likely to be scrapped
after a European Court ruling yesterday
that it breaches human rights. She had
originally been married to his son, but that
marriage had broken down and the
woman'’s relationship had developed with
the father.

COMMENT: The part that is illogical is
when humans think they are greater than
God especially when we do not know the
ramifications. Leviticus 18:15 "Thou shalt
not uncover the nakedness of thy daughter
in law: she [is] thy son's wife; thou shalt not
uncover her nakedness." Besides, one
begins to wonder what caused the

breakdown of the marriage, having such a
close relationship!

»»WorldNetDaily.Com, September 10,
2005 - Pastor faces hearing over 'anti-
gay' letter

A Canadian pastor who works with at-risk
youth is preparing to face his province's
Human Rights Tribunal because of a letter
to the editor he wrote calling homosexuality
immoral and dangerous. The letter by the
Rev. Stephen Boissoin of Alberta also
called into question the province's new
homosexual-rights curriculum.

COMMENT: 2 Timothy 4:2 "Preach the
word; be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine.” May our
prayers be with this courageous pastor.

»»WorldNetDaily, September 10, 2005 -
Traditionalist Episcopalians win 1 in
court

"California courts are not bound by canon
(church) law," ruled Superior Court Judge
David Velasquez in a case that could have
enormous significance in the homosexually
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embattled 2.2 million-member Episcopal who do not accept the Bible as the (Continued from page 4)

Church. Judge Velasquez rejected the authoritative Word of God in all aspects of

claim of the Episcopal Diocese of Los life. They pick and choose what they

Angeles that it is the real owner of the believe and even blame the Holy Spirit or

multimillion-dollar property of St. James the preacher if they live contrary to the ANSWERS TO LAST
Church in Newport Beach. "Such acts arise ~ Word. MONTH’S STUDY:

out of and are in furtherance of the (St.
James') exercise of the right to speak on a
matter of public interest," the judge wrote.
"The views expressed by the defendants
concern matters of public interest. How
churches in America are reacting to the
different viewpoints of homosexuality is
currently a topic of much public
significance."

COMMENT: When Paul wrote, "But brother
goeth to law with brother, and that before
the unbelievers” (1 Corinthians 6:6), he did
not want the outside world to see the
church divided. This is not a good witness.
But he also wrote it because unbelievers,
those that sit in the judge’s seat, are given
a power greater than the church, as was
done in this case. Though we believe the
Episcopalian church to be wrong in the
aggressive agenda they have, we believe
that more of a precedence is being set for
other intrusions of the United States
government upon internal affairs of
churches. In addition to condemning the
church’s aggressive agenda, we equally
call attention to why homosexuality agenda
is not only destructive behavior between
those that practice it, seeing we were born
to create life and such cannot be done
between such couples, but that it spills into
society destroying basic fabrics that make
us who we all are. Because of the
homosexual agenda, as already stated, the
government is now being given greater
influence upon church affairs.

»»Catholic News Service, September 8,
2005 - Experts say Catholics still don't
read Bible regularly

While it may be a best-seller, the Bible still
is not regularly read, nor has it become an
integral part of many Catholics' lives, said a
panel of biblical experts.

COMMENT: Revelation 1:3 "Blessed [is]
he that readeth, and they that hear the
words of this prophecy, and keep those
things which are written therein: for the
time [is] at hand." Of course many
Protestants better not be saying, "See,
that's the Catholics problem. If they would
only read the Bible they would leave and
become Protestants." There is something
worse and that is the many Protestants

»»NewScientist.Com, September 1,
2005 - Most scientific papers are
probably wrong

Most published scientific research papers
are wrong, according to a new analysis.
Assuming that the new paper is itself
correct, problems with experimental and
statistical methods mean that there is less
than a 50% chance that the results of any
randomly chosen scientific paper are true.
Odds get even worse for studies that are
too small, studies that find small effects (for
example, a drug that works for only 10% of
patients), or studies where the protocol and
endpoints are poorly defined, allowing
researchers to massage their conclusions
after the fact.

COMMENT: Many scientists are against
natural remedies. Supposedly they have
done studies against any real significant
benefit. l.e., scientists push drugs.
Scientists push evolution. Scientists tell us
the planet is billions of years old. Can you
trust any of it? 1 Timothy 6:20 says, "O
Timothy, keep that which is committed to
thy trust, avoiding profane [and] vain
babblings, and oppositions of science
falsely so called.”

»»BBC News, August 27, 2005 - India
rebels 'making porn films'

Rebels in India's north-eastern state of
Tripura are making pornographic films to
raise money for their separatist campaign,
officials say. The information has come
from surrendered guerrillas of the National
Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT),
according to police. They say the rebels
are forcing captured tribal women, and
some men, to take part in the films. The
films are then dubbed to be sold in India
and neighbouring countries.

COMMENT: If threatened to be shot or
perform in these films, which would you
do? Matthew 16:25 "For whosoever will
save his life shall lose it: and whosoever
will lose his life for my sake shall find it."
Take the bullet for Jesus.

»»WorldNetDaily, August 17, 2005 -
Praying school board

A Selfish Abominiation

1.

What type of look is an
abomination? Proverbs
6:17 “A proud look, a
lying tongue, and hands
that shed innocent
blood”.

What is the first evil to
hate? Proverbs 8:13
“The fear of the LORD
[is] to hate evil: pride,
and arrogancy, and the
evil way, and the froward
mouth, do I hate.”

If one partakes of this
abomination, what comes
then? Proverbs 11:2,
16:18 ‘{When] pride
cometh, then cometh
shame: but with the lowly
[is] wisdom.” “Pride
[goeth] before
destruction, and an
haughty spirit before a
fall.”

What does this
abomination cause
between people ?
Proverbs 13:10, 28:25
“Only by pride cometh
contention: but with the
well advised [is] wisdom.”
“He that is of a proud
heart stirreth up strife:
but he that putteth his
trust in the LORD shall
be made fat.”

Where is this
abomination found ?
Proverbs 16:5 “Every
one [that is] proud in
heart [is] an abomination
to the LORD: [though]
hand [join] in hand, he
shall not be unpunished.”

What is this abomination
called? Proverbs 21:4
“An high look, and a
proud heart, [and] the
plowing of the wicked, [is]
sin.”
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ONLINE
BIBLE
STUDIES

@

www.TSTL.net

1. Inthe menu
on the left, click
on the link
labeled STUDY
© TOOLS

2. Then click

1 on the link that
appears labeled
ONLINE
STUDIES

3. Then answer the
questions in the main
window

ADD TO THIS
FREE GENERAL

NEWSLETTER

Send to TSTL, PO Box 10607,
Harrisburg, PA 17105

A local ACLU director (Joe Cook) equated
al-Qaida terrrorists with members of a
Louisiana school board seeking to open
their meetings with prayer. "They believe
that they answer to a higher power, in my
opinion. Which is the kind of thinking that
you had with the people who flew the
airplanes into the buildings in this country,
and the people who did the kind of things in
London."

COMMENT: Matthew 5:11 Blessed are ye,
when [men] shall revile you, and persecute
[you], and shall say all manner of evil
against you falsely, for my sake.

»»WorldNetDaily, August 16, 2005 - Men
showering with ladies at Work?

A Pennsylvania appeals court has upheld

The following are “sudden destruction” news
items that appeared between August 16 and
September 15, 2005. [Preview future
“sudden destruction” news snippets at www.
tstl.net/suddendestruction.]

WorldNetDaily.Com, September 10,
2005 - Flight 93 victims honored with
Muslim Crescent?

A Pennsylvania pastor is fighting the newly
approved design of the Flight 93 National
Memorial, contending its crescent pattern is
a symbol of Islam. The heart of the
memorial is a mile-long semicircle of red
maples surrounding the place near
Shanksville, Pa, where the flight's 40
passengers and crew were killed when the
hijacked plane plunged into the ground
Sept. 11, 2001.

COMMENT: Ecclesiastes 12:14 "For God
shall bring every work into judgment, with
every secret thing, whether [it be] good, or
whether [it be] evil." Only God knows what
is really behind the designer's intention but
of all shapes of the memorial to choose from
and color of trees to select, one and one

QUESTION #1 — July 2005, you justified
selling questionable things by using
Deuteronomy 14:21. When a church or
ministry is involved, is not the

an Allentown ordinance granting special
non-discrimination rights to homosexuals
and those with non-traditional "gender
identities," a development that has a
statewide pro-family group steaming. The
American Family Association of
Pennsylvania says the decision by the
Commonwealth Court opens the door for
men in Allentown to come to work in a
dress and to shower with female co-
workers.

COMMENT: Jude 1:7 "Even as Sodom
and Gomorrha, and the cities about them
in like manner, giving themselves over to
fornication, and going after strange flesh,
are set forth for an example, suffering the
vengeance of eternal fire."

NEWS FOR CHILDREN OF LIGHT

(1 Thessalonians 5:5)

may add to two. (The red crescent is a
symbol in the Muslim world. Granted, it is
like our red cross, but nonetheless, it is a
Muslim symbol.) In addition, the greatest
thrust of the Islamic agenda in public
schools comes out of California, where
the designer is from (Los Angeles). That
makes three points of concern.
Individually it may be a coincidence but all
three raises concern.

»»WorldNetDaily, September 5, 2005 -
Jihad declared against LAPD

The Nation of Islam in Los Angeles is
calling on the Crips and Bloods street
gangs to stop fighting each other — and to
unite in a jihad against the LAPD.

COMMENT: Psalms 25:19 "Consider
mine enemies; for they are many; and
they hate me with cruel hatred.”
Substituting me with any representation of
the United States and this is fitting. We
include this news item in this section to
show that the Holy War is not limited to
large scale attack but willing to focus on a
police force.

ANSWERS FOUND IN THE SCRIPTURE OF TRUTH
(Daniel 10:21)

reputation on the line?

ANSWER #1 — “Ye shall not eat [of] any
thing that dieth of itself: thou shalt give it
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unto the stranger that [is] in thy gates, that
he may eat it; or thou mayest sell it unto an
alien: for thou [art] an holy people unto the
LORD thy God” (Deuteronomy 14:21).

Reputation is on the line, however, seeing
that the verse is recorded in Deuteronomy,
that means we are at a time when the
church was a nation wandering in the
desert. That means everyone inside were
representatives of God, like it or not. This is
especially shown when Edom refused
passage (Numbers 20:14-21) because the
reputation of the God of Israel preceded
Israel’s advancement. In other words, the
Israelites were well known. Their enemies
knew that a god was in control. That means
that anyone inside the Israelite body was
respected one way or another as a
representative of their god, JEHOVAH. So
therefore, Deuteronomy 14:21 is not
sanctioning individuals but the church.

We see it as a witnessing opportunity.
People do ask us why things are being sold,
as in, "Why would anyone want to get rid of
this?” We inform them that the previous
owner wanted a closer walk with Jesus and
that these items kept them from that. Of
course this does not make good business
sense, but we are not in business to be
financially profitable. That is secondary to
soul winning. Also mixed in with selective
books, tapes and videos are our
evangelistic materials.

QUESTION #2 — When is the time frame
of Romans 7:14-25?

ANSWER #2 - “For we know that the law is
spiritual: but | am carnal, sold under sin. For
that which | do | allow not: for what | would,
that do I not; but what | hate, that do . If
then | do that which | would not, | consent
unto the law that [it is] good. Now then it is
no more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth in
me. For | know that in me (that is, in my
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is
present with me; but [how] to perform that
which is good I find not. For the good that |
would I do not: but the evil which | would
not, that | do. Now if | do that | would not, it
is no more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth
in me. | find then a law, that, when | would
do good, evil is present with me. For |
delight in the law of God after the inward
man: But | see another law in my members,
warring against the law of my mind, and
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin
which is in my members. O wretched man
that | am! who shall deliver me from the

body of this death? | thank God through
Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the
mind | myself serve the law of God; but
with the flesh the law of sin.”

A lot of people try to show that Paul kept
sinning at least within two years of his
death implying that we will never be able
to overcome sin on this side of the
Second Coming. And that is not right
theology at all. God is not taking
practicing sinners to heaven (Hebrews
10:26). It is not found in the Bible.
Repeatedly it is only the overcomers of
known sin (Revelation 2:7, 2:11, 2:17,
2:26, 3:5, 3:12, 3:21, 21:7). Sin of
ignorance is a different story (Acts 17:30).

The answer is in the very next chapter.
Romans 8:7-9 “Because the carnal mind
[is] enmity against God: for it is not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed
can be. So then they that are in the flesh
cannot please God. But ye are not in the
flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of
his.”

In chapter 7, Paul stated that he was
carnal when performing the deeds that he
did not want to do and was unable to do
the deeds he wanted to do. But in chapter
8, Paul states that the carnal mind is the
problem, which he makes synonymous
with being in the flesh, which he says he
is not. He is in the spirit, which is a
connection with the one “that is able to
keep you from falling, and to present [you]
faultless before the presence of his glory
with exceeding joy” (Jude 1:24).

1 Corinthians 3:1-4 condemns the
carnality of Christians. Saints are not
carnal. If saints are still wrestling with sin,
they are carnal. If you are wrestling with
temptation, which we will until the end of
time, then you are spiritual. This does not
mean you are guaranteed to never sin
again, but regularly sinning should cease
from a true Christian. If that does happen,
then “if any man sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous” (1 John 2:1).

But to use Romans 7 as a justification of
still wrestling with sin and not gaining the
victory is “Having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof” (2 Timothy
3:5). Paul was simply recounting pre-
conversion wrestling or an early attempt
to walk with Christ.
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