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Encouraging people to “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15)

There Shall Be TwO (Luke 17:34)

Looking at the

deeper meaning

of two being in

one bed,

grinding, and in
the field.

“I tell you, in
that night there
shall be two
[men] in one
bed; the one
shall be taken,
and the other

" shall be left.

" Two [women]

together; the
one shall be
taken, and the
other left. Two [men] shall be in the field;
the one shall be taken, and the other
left” (Luke 17:34-36).

Beyond the obvious that there will be two
sides when Jesus returns, we believe that
there is a deeper meaning behind the
locations mentioned in these verses.
According to the KJV, there is a location
in each verse to make it more clear. Also,
the use of men, women, and men are
found in the verse but are supplied words
by the translators. Why is this important?
Because we want you to focus on the
location and not the gender.

Further, the people involved at the
different locations are symbolic of a
deeper meaning because “without a
parable spake he {Jesus} not unto them
{the public}” (Matthew 13:34). So if taken
literally, people being in the field, in bed,
and at work, then it is not a parable and
the Bible is in error. We are not ready to
conclude that. So for the Bible not to be in
error, the bed, field, and mill work must

mean something.
One Bed

What does one do in bed? Usually it is
meant for sleep. What parable comes to
mind regarding sleeping?

“Then shall the kingdom of heaven be
likened unto ten virgins, which took their
lamps, and went forth to meet the
bridegroom” (Matthew 25:1). What did
they do? “While the bridegroom tarried,
they all slumbered and slept” (Matthew
25:5).

Therefore, as the ten virgins were split
evenly, 5to 5, so are the two men, 1 to 1.
One is sleeping with the Holy Spirit, the oll,
and the other is not [Oil symbolic of the
Holy Spirit is derived from a study of
Zechariah chapter 4.] When they both
wake up, only one is ready, despite
resting.

So also the true church has the Holy Spirit
while the false church does not. There are
only two sides, despite the large quantity
and variety of churches today. You are
either with Antichrist or Jesus Christ.

How do the people in the parable
represent churches? The parable is about
people being ready for the second coming.
People make up the church.

Now are the two churches literal
churches? In a way it is. As people
gravitate towards following man made
rules instead of Biblical ones, those that
agree, even in error, will tend to worship
together. Likewise, those that become
more biblical will also gravitate together
and form it's own existence. But all in all,
people can be in the wrong church or
churches and still be following Jesus
Christ. Likewise, people can be in the right
church and be following Antichrist.

WE ARE NOT A CHURCH
BUT ENCOURAGE ALL
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A DIFFERENCE!

The “Thus Saith the Lord...”
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grounded. And to reach out to
those that are searching for a
meaningful relationship with God
through His Son Jesus Christ.

MAILING ADDRESS :

700 Clay Street
Carlisle, PA 17013

TELEPHONE NUMBER:

Voice — 717-249-8785 (TSTL)
E-MAIL ADDRESS:
Info@tstl.net

COPYRIGHT:

This publication is free and

free to copy, however, your
tax-deductible donations are
needed and greatly appreciated.

Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: beca
thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast for

use thou hast rejected knowledge, | will also rejec
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t thee, that
hildren.




WEB SITES

We host the following
websites:

www.tstl.net
www.tstlstore.com

www.tstlseminars.com
UPDATES LAST MONTH:

WWW.TSTLStore.COM :

Out of state visitors map
has been added showing
who has visited us from
outside of PA.

Updated display sign
Updated services page

Announced our 25 cent
table

WWW.TSTLSeminars.COM :

Revamped entire website
including:

Creating a tutoring
page

New course listings
Updated catalog

Updated registration
form

WWW.TSTL.NET:

Online Bible study
released

First study released.

Everyday new
questions are being
added to eventually
releasing all 30 or so
studies.

Testimony updated

February 2001 General
NL released

The proof is in the news. How many times
do you see unbiblical decisions made at the
leadership level yet the church members do
not follow it. Not all in the Episcopalian
Church agree with ordaining homosexual
ministers. Not all in the Methodist church
agree with the new alcoholic stance of
accepting it as a beverage in the
headquarter offices. And there are other
examples. At the same time, there are
people of the right church that are forever
wanting to do what they feel like doing
despite what the Bible says. Some people in
tithe paying churches refuse to pay tithe and
even try to remove the rule from the church
books.

But back to the parable, remember, “when
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide
you into all truth: for he shall not speak of
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, [that]
shall he speak: and he will shew you things
to come” (John 16:13). So if you have the
Spirit, you follow the truth. If you do not, you
follow error. And it does not matter if it is a
little bit or a lot. You can call Antichrist by its
name and still be part of it despite even
hatred for it.

How is that possible? “And every spirit that
confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in
the flesh is not of God: and this is that [spirit]
of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it
should come; and even now already is it in
the world. Ye are of God, little children, and
have overcome them: because greater is he
that is in you, than he that is in the world.
They are of the world: therefore speak they
of the world, and the world heareth them.
We are of God: he that knoweth God
heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not
us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and
the spirit of error” (1 John 4:3-6).

So one man represents those that follow
truth. The other man represents those
following any amount of error.

Grinding Together

What are the two women making? One
could say they are taking grain and grinding
it into flour to make bread. What does bread
represent? “It is written, Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of

God” (Matthew 4:4). It is symbolic of the
Word of God.

What do women represent? “I have likened
the daughter of Zion to a comely and
delicate [woman]” (Jeremiah 6:2). And Zion

means, “Thou [art] my people” (Isaiah
51:16). God'’s people are represented by
women. Israel was the bride (Jeremiah
16:9) but when in apostasy, it was a whore
or harlot (Jeremiah 3:8). Revelation 12
speaks of “a great wonder in heaven; a
woman clothed with the sun, and the moon
under her feet, and upon her head a crown
of twelve stars” (Revelation 12:1)
representing the true followers of God.
Contrarily, Revelation 17 reveals “THE
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND
ABOMINATIONS OF THE

EARTH” (Revelation 17:5).

So one woman is handling the Word of
God correctly while the other is not. The
one woman represents those “rightly
dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15)
while the other woman represents direct
Antichrist connection or indirect connection
where their doctrines are not from the
Word of God but actually a misuse of the
Word of God. “For many deceivers are
entered into the world, who confess not
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This
is a deceiver and an antichrist. Look to
yourselves, that we lose not those things
which we have wrought, but that we
receive a full reward. Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath
both the Father and the Son” (2 John 1:7-
9).

In the Field

What is the field? “The field is the

world” (Matthew 13:38). The two sides
exist again. One side is working the field
correctly while the other is not. “The sower
soweth the word” (Mark 4:14). One side is
spreading lies. The other side will “Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word is

truth” (John 17:17).

Again, one side is Antichrist. The other
side is God'’s side. “Little children, it is the
last time: and as ye have heard that
antichrist shall come, even now are there
many antichrists; whereby we know that it
is the last time. They went out from us, but
they were not of us; for if they had been of
us, they would [no doubt] have continued
with us: but [they went out], that they might
be made manifest that they were not all of
us. But ye have an unction from the Holy
One, and ye know all things. | have not
written unto you because ye know not the
truth, but because ye know it, and that no




lie is of the truth. Who is a liar but he that
denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is
antichrist, that denieth the Father and the
Son” (1 John 2:18-22).

Observation

Please note that the word Antichrist
appears four times in the Bible. One time it
appears close to another use so you could
say that there are three references. The
men sleeping, with one having the Holy
Spirit of truth, is a parallel to the Antichrist
reference contrasting truth and error. The
two women grinding grain to make flour for
making bread, contrasts the fact that “All
scripture [is] given by inspiration of God,
and [is] profitable for doctrine” (2 Timothy
3:16), so much so that this applies to the
Antichrist reference dealing with whose
doctrine one has. Finally, the two men in
the field sowing, are either sowing truth or
lies, which contrasts the Antichrist
reference that compares truth and lies.

Conclusion

Therefore, when Jesus returns, there are
really only two churches. One side is “of
the synagogue of Satan, which say they
are Jews, and are not, but do

lie” (Revelation 3:9) or non-symbolically,
they are on Satan’s side even though they
are trying to appear as spiritual Jews
(Romans 2:29) called Christians, but have
not been converted so they are lying. The
other side is on God'’s side, “which keep
the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ” (Revelation
12:17).

Denominational name is not going to
matter. Are you living up to all the light you
have? If not, you can be in the right church
and be lost. Otherwise, you could be in a
church teaching error and yet be saved.

But to be in the true church and be saved
requires one to “Study to shew thyself
approved unto God” (2 Timothy 2:15).

THAT THOU MAYEST PROSPER AND BE IN HEALTH, EVEN
AS THY SOUL PROSPERETH (3John 1:2)

HEALTH SNIPPET:
Topic : Service

Our very bodies are

not our own (1

Corinthians 6:19), to
treat as we please, to cripple by habits that
lead to decay, making it impossible to
render to God perfect service (Romans
12:1). Our lives and all our faculties belong
to Him (1 Corinthians 6:20). He is caring for
us every moment; He keeps the living
machinery in action (Psalms 104:29-30); if
we were left to run it for one moment, we
should die. We are absolutely dependent
upon God.

It was a wonderful thing for God to create
man (Genesis 1:26) — to make mind (2
Corinthians 8:12). He created him that
every faculty might be the faculty of the
divine mind (2 Peter 1:4). The glory of God
is to be revealed in the creating of man in
God's image (Genesis 1:27), and in his
redemption (Titus 2:14). One soul is of
more value than a world (Matthew 10:31).
The Lord Jesus is the author of our being,
and he is also the author of our redemption
(Hebrews 5:9); and every one who will
enter the kingdom of God must develop a
character that is the counterpart of the

character of God (1 John 2:3-6). None can
dwell with God in a holy heaven but those
who bear his likeness (1 John 3:2). Those
who are redeemed will be overcomers
(Romans 12:21, 1 John 2:14, 1 John 4:4, 1
John 5:4, 1 John 5:5, Revelation 2:7,
Revelation 2:11, Revelation 2:17,
Revelation 2:26, Revelation 3:5, Revelation
3:12, Revelation 3:21, Revelation 21:7);
they will be elevated (Romans 13:1), pure
(1 John 3:3), one with Christ (John 17:21-
23).

. HEALTH SNIPPET:

l‘. Vitamin E is so prevalent in nearly
-‘ every food man consumes that it is
. quite unlikely that a vitamin E

deficiency could arise. The few
deficiency reports have involved infants fed
certain prepared formulas that were
deficient in vitamin E. Of course,
breastfeeding precludes deficiency from
this source. Green plants, grains, nuts,
legumes, various seeds, fruits and
vegetables, especially tomatoes and
cabbage all contain vitamin E. It is
completely fat-soluble, and boiling does not
affect its potency. It is stored for long
periods in tissue and turns over very slowly
in the body. Studies have revealed a

NEWS FOR
CHILDREN OF
LIGHT

(1 Thessalonians 5:5)

The following are “sudden
destruction” news items
that appeared between
April 16 and May 15, 2005.
[Preview future “sudden
destruction” news snippets
at www.tstl.net/
suddendestruction.]

None

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

THREE WAYS YOU CAN
HELP:

Fold newsletters in the
comfort of your home:

1. Collate the sheets.

2. Fold once and then fold
again.

3. Place two stickers at the
top of the newsletters
where indicated.

Delivery and pickup service
possibly available.

Flexible onsite at the
thrift store.

Come in any time you have a
moment to help.

No schedule or commitment
necessary.

Even if you can only help one
time — it will be appreciated.

Scheduled help at the
thrift store?

One or more days a week for
a scheduled hour or more.

Call 249-8787




BIBLE STUDY

He Became Very Hungry?
(Acts 10:10)

1. What did Peter see in

vision? Acts 10:11-12

What was he
supposed to do? Acts
10:13

What was Peter’s
reaction? Acts 10:14

What did God say
about that? Acts
10:15

How many times was
it done? Acts 10:16

How many Gentile
men showed up for
Peter? Acts 10:19

Why did Peter doubt
that the vision meant
to kill and eat any
creature? 1 Cor. 14:32

What did the vision
teach? Acts 10:28

(Continued on page 5)

relationship between vitamin E and blood
clotting time. Large doses of the vitamin
increase the time required for blood to clot.

This may have clinical significance for
women taking oral contraceptives, who
are at risk of developing thrombosis.

TRAIN UP A CHILD IN THE WAY HE SHOULD GO: AND
WHEN HE IS OLD, HE WILL NOT DEPART FROM IT (prov. 22:6)

Character Examples From the
, Bible —Eve

“Now the serpent was more
subtil than any beast of the field
which the LORD God had made. And he
said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said,
Ye shall not eat of every tree of the
garden? And the woman said unto the
serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the
trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the
tree which [is] in the midst of the garden,
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither
shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the
serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not
surely die: For God doth know that in the
day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing
good and evil. And when the woman saw
that the tree [was] good for food, and that it
[was] pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be
desired to make [one] wise, she took of the
fruit thereof, and did eat” (Genesis 3:1-6).

First, Eve should never have wandered off
from Adam. Of course Adam should not
have left Eve get so far away. There is
safety in numbers. Children also have to
learn that safety is by a parent’s side. It is
not safe to be wandering off by
themselves.

Eve sensed something unusual — a talking

creature. She should have ran back to the
safety of the two being together instead of
being apart. Instead, curiosity drew her
closer. Just like children are drawn away
from parents through curiosity. Children
need to learn that curiosity can be used to
harm them under certain circumstances.

Eve was not content nor trusting of God or
of what God said. Children need to trust
parents, but of course parents need to earn
the trust. Never lie to children, including
holidays and jesting. The first caught lie
breaks the trust entirely.

Eve then used science to justify eating the
fruit. She examined it. And she was wrong.
First, cease from science falsely called
such as evolution and supposed scientific
discoveries. Believe in only that science
which agrees with the Word of God. To
believe the other way is to believe man’s
ways above God’s and you have broken
the first commandment. Then teach your
children the truth and not other theories.

Finally, Eve desired (coveted) something
that she was not to have and at any cost
she would obtain it — to be wise. Wise in
good and evil was not God’s intention —
just the good. Help your children to not
always seek after curiosity. Some curiosity
leads into wrong paths.

WHO HATH BELIEVED OUR REPORT?
AND TO WHOM IS THE ARM OF THE LORD REVEALED?

(Isaiah 53:1) - COMMENTS ON ITEMS IN THE NEWS -

The following are news items
that appeared between April
16 and May 15, 2005.
[Preview future news snippets
at www.tstl.net/news.]

WorldNetDaily.com, May 15, 2005 -
Newsweek called treasonous over
'‘Quran-in-toilet' report

Fifteen dead, scores injured, relief
buildings burned down. Years of coalition-
building with the Muslim world against
terrorist fanatics set back. That's the toll to

date for a brief story about a U.S. prison
guard throwing a Quran down the toilet — a
story Newsweek now admits it got wrong,
and one being blasted as "criminal" and
"treasonous."

COMMENT: "Thou shalt not bear false
witness against thy neighbour" (Exodus
20:16). We have had CBS with it's
intentional lie, the Boston globe's
misrepresentation, and now this just to
name three major incidences. No matter
which side you are on, if your passion




drives you to lie, cheat, and steal, you are
in serious need of repentance and a co-
laborer with the devil.

AP, May 15, 2005 - Priest Denies
Gays' Supporters Communion

A Roman Catholic priest denied
communion to more than 100 parishioners
Sunday, saying they could not receive the
sacrament because they wore rainbow-
colored sashes to church to show support
for gay Catholics. "If you're going to be a
Catholic, either live with it or call yourself
something different," he said. "They're
trying to change something that has been
taught by the church for 2,000 years."

COMMENT: "Preach the word; be instant
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.
For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; And they
shall turn away [their] ears from the truth,
and shall be turned unto fables" (2 Timothy
4:2-4). We agree with the stance of this
minister. When the Word states the truth,
those that do not want to follow it for any
excuse should not even call themselves
Christian but something else. A Christian
or for that matter any organization has
rules. Christians follow Christ's rules. You
do not want to follow Christ's rules, then
get out and stop trying to change them.
Last day people either have the doctrines
of Jesus Christ (the rules) or Antichrist (2
John 1:7-9).

WorldNetDaily.Com, May 8, 2005 -
666 wrong number of prophetic beast?

Now, the legendary number is getting a
fresh look, as researchers are re-
examining evidence the number may
actually be 616. Scholars in England have
been scouring some 400,000 bits of papyri
discovered in the 1895 at a dump outside
the ancient Egyptian city of Oxyrhynchus.
Many of the sections have been damaged
and discolored, but high-tech imaging is
shedding new light on the sacred text,
believed to have originally been penned by
John, one of Jesus' 12 apostles.

COMMENT: For centuries we have
believed the number to be 666. The
concern of abandoning the traditional
number for a supposed more accurate
translation is suspect by its source. The
1895 discovery is part of the newer
translations of Bible versions, which are

suspect in themselves. They contain
missing verses as compared to the KJV
and whole meanings of verses have been
changed so much so that quite a few
verses have removed Jesus as God
implying simply a prophet. The KJV and
the NKJV have used a wholly different
source of Greek manuscripts. Newer
translations should be used only where it
speaks more clearly the meaning of the
verse without compromise. So we are not
anti-new version, just careful users. But
that is not the point. Understanding the
beast in Revelation 13:1-2 represents a
conglomerate beast. It is not by chance
that all the body parts are individually
identified in Daniel 7. And Daniel 7 is not
by chance exactly the pattern of Daniel 2
with 4 major kingdoms and ten smaller
ones before Jesus sets up His kingdom.
Rightly identified, the major kingdoms are
Babylon (Daniel 2:28, Daniel 2:28), Medes
and Persians (Daniel 5:28), Greece (Daniel
8:21), and Rome (John 11:48). All of these
were sun worshippers. Therefore the beast
takes the sun worshipping aspects of
paganism and passes it to the whole world
in an easier form to follow (Revelation
13:3). Ancient sun discs (not dials) or
medallions show veneration of the sun
through numerology. One such form is
placing numbers in a six column by six row
table and then having each row, column
and diagonal addition add to a total of 666.
Therefore, we conclude that the true
number of the man at the head of the beast
power would be venerating the sun through
his name by it adding up to 666. We
believe that this is just an attempt to take
the heat off of the real antichrist by
downplaying its sun worship connection.

AP, May 3, 2005 - Texas Lawmakers
OK Cheerleading Ban

After an alternately comic and fiery
debate — punctuated by several
lawmakers waving pompons — the state
House on Tuesday approved a bill to
restrict "overtly sexually suggestive"
cheerleading to more ladylike
performances.

COMMENT: But if they really want to clean
up the sexuality part of cheerleading, they
should consider "that women adorn
themselves in modest apparel” (1 Timothy
2:9). Nothing modest about those outfits.

WorldNetDaily.Com, March 29, 2005 -
Meet Judge Greer's pastor

(Continued from page 4)

ANSWERS TO LAST
MONTH'S STUDY:

Occupy Till | Come? (Luke
19:13)

1.

What occupation did
Peter and Andrew
have? Matthew 4:18-
19 “And Jesus,
walking by the sea of
Galilee, saw two
brethren, Simon called
Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net
into the sea: for they
were fishers. And he
saith unto them,
Follow me, and | will
make you fishers of
men.”

What occupation did
Matthew or Levi have?
Luke 5:27 “And after
these things he went
forth, and saw a
publican, named Levi,
sitting at the receipt of
custom: and he said
unto him, Follow me.”
A publican is a tax
collector.

What occupation did
Paul have? Acts 18:1-
3 “After these things
Paul departed from
Athens, and came to
Corinth; And found a
certain Jew named
Aquila, born in Pontus,
lately come from ltaly,
with his wife Priscilla;
(because that
Claudius had
commanded all Jews
to depart from Rome:)
and came unto them.
And because he was
of the same craft, he
abode with them, and
wrought: for by their
occupation they were
tentmakers.”
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Greer (the judge who oversaw Terri
Schiavo’s case), until recently, was a
member of the Calvary Baptist Church in
Clearwater, Fla. He left at the urging of
Pastor William Rice, who counseled him
wisely: "You must know that in all likelihood
it is this case which will define your career
and this case that you will remember in the
waning days of life. | hope you can find a
way to side with the angels and become an
answer to the prayers of thousands."

COMMENT: We appreciate Pastor Rice for
the stance that he took regarding Judge
Greer. "Preach the word; be instant in
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine" (2
Timothy 4:2).

CNN, April 30, 2005 - Creating 'human-
animals' for research

On a farm about six miles outside this
gambling town, Jason Chamberlain looks
over a flock of about 50 smelly sheep, many
of them possessing partially human livers,
hearts, brains and other organs. They want
to one day turn sheep into living factories for
human organs and tissues and along the
way create cutting-edge lab animals to more
effectively test experimental drugs.

COMMENT: Genesis 1:24-26 "And God
said, Let the earth bring forth the living
creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping
thing, and beast of the earth after his kind:
and it was so. And God made the beast of
the earth after his kind, and cattle after their
kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the
earth after his kind: and God saw that [it
was] good. And God said, Let us make man
in our image, after our likeness: and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the
earth." By mixing of the human with the
beasts, no longer are we and animals after
their own kind as God ordered it. God knew
humans would do it. That is why He
specifically said that the beasts were to be
after their kind.

STLToday.Com, April 30, 2005 - Meyer
received millions, records show

TV evangelist Joyce Meyer and her family
have received millions in salary and benefits
from her worldwide ministry in recent years,
according to newly released records. The
ministry's board of trustees, which is headed
by Joyce Meyer, agreed to pay her a
$900,000 annual salary in 2002 and 2003.

The board agreed to give her husband,
Dave Meyer, the board's vice president,
an annual salary of $450,000 in each of
those same two years. The board agreed
to provide the couple with free personal
use of a corporate jet and luxury cars, a
$2 million home where all bills are paid by
the ministry and a separate $50,000-a-
year housing allowance. The ministry paid
$1.475 million to buy three houses for the
three Meyer children. The board
authorized Joyce and Dave Meyer to
control a $790,000 fund to be used at
their discretion for bonuses to "executive
management.”

COMMENT: "Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep's clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye
shall know them by their fruits. Do men
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles?" (Matthew 7:15-16). The fruit of
the riches reveals that this is not a true
minister, as well as many of today's TV
evangelists, not all, but the vast majority.
Yet, gullible people will defend her and
others. There is no reason a preacher
needs to bring in a six-digit figure. She
and others should take a lesson from
Jesus and Paul. Paul, many times,
worked another job not accepting a dime
from others because it would have
detracted from the gospel. Thus Saith the
Lord Ministries is purely voluntary. We do
it because we believe the message. All
tax-deductible donations go to the ministry
expenses directly.

WorldNetDaily.Com, April 30, 2005 -
Has Tupac been raised from the dead

Kids across America — as well as some
young adults — are falling for an elaborate
Internet hoax suggesting rap star Tupac
Shakur, murdered nine years ago, is alive
and well. According to a 2002 survey, 83
percent of Tupac Shakur fans believe he
is still alive — or coming back in a
resurrected form.

COMMENT: When is the resurrection?
"For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive. But every man in
his own order: Christ the firstfruits;
afterward they that are Christ's at his
coming." (1 Corinthians 15:22-23). So at
the second coming is when he is to be
resurrected. Of course if he was not "in
Christ", then he will have to wait longer.
"But the rest of the dead lived not again
until the thousand years were

finished" (Revelation 20:5).




ANSWERS FOUND IN THE SCRIPTURE OF TRUTH (paniel 10:21)
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msammmn, QUESTION #1 — Sayre, PA —
=" | am not allowed to join the
church because of one

habit. Smoking is so hard to break. | am
trying but have not succeeded. But is it
right to be held from baptism? | feel like

| am being saved by works, especially
when | see church members doing

things that | consider worse.

ANSWER #1 — Let us first provide some
comparisons and then give you the biblical
reference. If you were about to get married
and you are on lunch dates and dinner
dates with previous people you had dating
relationships with before, is it right for your
future spouse to withhold marriage?

If you show up to work late, call off from
work frequently, take long hours for lunch,
and leave early, if you still have a job after
all of this, is it right for your employer to
withhold paying you for that time?

People are more concerned about total
surrender to spouses and employers than
they are about God. Something is wrong.

If your spouse told you to quit smoking or
there is going to be a separation, you
would probably find a fast way to quit. If
your employer told you that there is no
smoking on the premise, you would more
than likely quit smoking.

If one were to offer a million dollars to the
smoker to quit, the smoker would quit. How
much is God more than money?

Basically by not surrendering the smoking
habit you are withholding the whole of you
to God. You are performing a partial
surrender even if it is 99%. God wants
100%. Now that does not mean you cannot
have a relationship with Jesus for it is
through Jesus that you will gain the victory.

To the shock of many, Church membership
is not the point of being saved or even
necessary for salvation. Church
membership is a continuation of fellowship
with hopefully converted people. The lack
of church membership does not forbid you
from attending church and no one needs to
know one way or the other.

Now for the Bible backing, “Then said he to
the multitude that came forth to be
baptized of him, O generation of vipers,
who hath warned you to flee from the wrath

to come? Bring forth therefore fruits worthy
of repentance, and begin not to say within
yourselves, We have Abraham to [our]
father: for | say unto you, That God is able
of these stones to raise up children unto
Abraham” (Luke 3:7-8).

If the outside evidence reveals sin, it is
right to request that the fruits be changed.
What is the real reason? The church is not
to be a hospital full of sinners, especially
those that do not care to take the
medication. The church is to be an
example to the world by glorifying God.
This is why Israel was not more successful
in winning the world.

The fact that there are even worse sinners
in the church reveals poor leadership. They
should be removed from the books. Too
many believe that the names on the books
are the saved ones. Many names on the
books will not be saved. Likewise, many
names not on the books will be saved.

The church does not need more sinners.
The church needs more examples. This is
why converting the lost is so difficult. They
point to the church as their example. “They
are worse than me and they think they are
going to heaven. Why should | change?” is
the common plea from the unconverted.

This is why the new theology of lack of
perfection is so dangerous. It encourages
the lowered standards for membership and
retention and presents a poor example of
what salvation is all about.

A person still having a habit is missing the
true love. True love for God will cause a full
surrender.

“Therefore leaving the principles of the
doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto
perfection” (Hebrews 6:1). We will be
praying.

QUESTION #2 — Kalamazoo, Michigan —
We are New Testament Christians. Why
are you quoting so much of the Old
Testament?

ANSWER #2 — Without the New
Testament being even thought of, the
following verses in the New Testament tells
us to. “Search the scriptures; for in them ye
think ye have eternal life: and they are they
which testify of me” (John 5:39). “All
scripture [is] given by inspiration of God,
and [is] profitable for doctrine, for reproof,

BIBLE THOUGHT

You Are Saved From Egypt

Exodus 20:2 | [am] the
LORD thy God, which have
brought thee out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of
bondage.

The Israelites were saved out
of Egypt (Exodus 20:2). They
wondered in the desert for
forty years all the while
desiring the old life in Egypt
(Exodus 16:3). The Israelites
finally entered the Promised
Land (Joshua 3:14-17). Of
course it was not the first
generation (Numbers 14:28-
31).

Today, you are Israel
(Romans 2:29). Egypt is your
old life. How is your desert
experience? Are you craving
the old life? Heaven is the
ultimate Promised Land. Will
it be this generation?

MINISTRY DEBT
ELIMINATION

Paying extra on one loan
at a time, to pay it off, as
of May 17, 2005, loan #6
info is:

Beg. Bal. $6,482
-Payment/Donations
(after loan interest)
MARCH 1,047
APRIL 555
MAY 150
=End Bal. $4.730

Please keep in mind that
“the labourer is worthy of
his hire” (Luke 10:7). If
you are blessed by this
ministry or see it as a
blessing to others and
can afford to help, we
really need your help.

Read the February 2005
main article for more
information.

MARK DONATIONS AS
DEBT ELIMINATION.

Send to: TSTL, 700 Clay
St, Carlisle, PA 17013
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for correction, for instruction in
righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).
“And that from a child thou hast
known the holy scriptures, which are
able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:15). “For
whatsoever things were written
aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the scriptures might
have hope” (Romans 15:4). “These
were more noble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received
the word with all readiness of mind,
and searched the scriptures dalily,
whether those things were so” (Acts
17:11). “Then Philip opened his
mouth, and began at the same
scripture, and preached unto him
Jesus” (Acts 8:35). “And beginning at
Moses and all the prophets, he
expounded unto them in all the
scriptures the things concerning
himself” (Luke 24:27).

Also, most of the New Testament is
made up of quotes from the Old or
understanding of the Old. Do you
think we live by faith only in the New

Testament and they lived by works in
the OId? “The just shall live by his
faith” Now if you said that the verse
is found in both Romans 1:17 and
Galatians 3:11, you are correct. But
did you know Paul was quoting
Habakkuk 2:47?

Another person says that we are
saved by grace. What is grace? Well,
part of it is the forgiveness of our
sins without works. True. But where
is that found? “And he said, If now |
have found grace in thy sight, O
Lord, let my Lord, | pray thee, go
among us; for it [is] a stiffnecked
people; and pardon our iniquity and
our sin, and take us for thine
inheritance” (Exodus 34:9).

New heavens (atmosphere) and new
earth is not only in the New
Testament. “For, behold, | create
new heavens and a new earth: and
the former shall not be remembered,
nor come into mind” (Isaiah 65:17).

And then there are all the verses like
“according to the scriptures”.

QUESTION #3 — Harrisburg, PA —

Where does the Bible state that
thou shalt not gamble?

ANSWER #3 — Although life is full of
gambles, “Wealth [gotten] by vanity
shall be diminished” (Proverbs
13:11) is what the Bible says. Vanity
includes all activity that you do not
find Jesus participating in. You do
not see Jesus rolling dice, spinning a
wheel, buying a lottery ticket. You do
see Jesus accepting donations, but
before His ministry, you found Him
hard at employment.

But keep in mind, gambling is
defined as using money to try and
win more money in a short period of
time without a guarantee. It also
includes depending upon winning
something even if money was never
invested that affects one’s life.
Tossing a business card into a fish
bowl for a potential free stay at a
hotel is not gambling. Planning and
making arrangements as if you
already won is crossing the line.

So the Bible does not directly say it
the way you put it, but God does
have a principle to live by.




